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MOVING FORWARD EDUCATION PLAN UPDATE 
 

Effective April 2, 2020 the Sagamok Anishnawbek Chief and Council 

have approved and supports the Sagamok Anishnawbek Education Plan 

for educational closures until further notice. Beginning Monday, April 

6th the Education Unit plan to move forward is as follows: 

▪ Biidaaban Kinoomaagegamik, and Waawaasnoode Adult Learning 

Centre will provide distance education for Kindergarten to Grade 12 to 

students and parents who have access to internet and devices using either 

the Dojo or Google platforms for learning.  The Special Education team 

will support teachers and students during this time, including providing 

special needs resources relevant to parents i.e. speech, autism resources. 

 

▪ The Post-Secondary Student Support workers will respond to 

student/individual requests and prepare for post-secondary application 

process for fall sponsorship. Communication with students will be done 

on line and through telephone.  

 

▪ The Indigenous Skills and Employment Training Program (ISETP) 

will respond to requests as required for supports and ongoing clients.  As 

well, summer student employment applications will be considered for 

off reserve students who secure employment and require assistance.  On 

reserve summer employment initiatives are suspended until further 

notice. Supports also available for online training. Please contact 

asets@sagamok.ca. 

 

▪ Administration Staff will monitor all activities under Education Unit 

and will attend to conference calls as required with various partners.  

Staff will also;  

▪ Participate in online PD opportunities, 

▪ Assist with the weekly preparation of food packages for our children 

who receive our snack and lunch program in collaboration with the 

Nutrition/Food Bank Centre, 

▪ Support any other activities as determined by the Emergency 

Operation Control Group (EOCG).  
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NOTICE 

All events such as 

Education Month are 

cancelled until further 

notice.  Social distancing 

is our top priority for the 

health and safety of our 

community members at 

this time. 

 

mailto:asets@sagamok.ca
http://www.sagamokeducation.ca/


Nurture the Child Support the Student Improve the Community  

ADMINISTRATION 

Anna Marie Abitong, Director of Education 

Claudette Fournier, Executive Assistant 

▪ SHKI WAASE-AABAN BINOOJIINH GAMIK 

Rachel Toulouse, Supervisor 

Whitney Pregent, Executive Assistant 

▪ BIIDAABAN KINOOMAAGEGAMIK 

Becky Toulouse, Principal 

Charlene Pine, Elementary Student Support Worker 

Paulette Owl, Executive Assistant 

▪ INDIGENOUS SKILLS AND EMPLOYMENT TRAINING PROGRAM 

Andrea Jacobs 

▪ WAAWAASNOODE ADULT LEARNING CENTRE 

Marjorie Southwind, Principal 

Mark Aizenberg, Teacher 

  

All Education Updates  

will be posted on the following sites: 

www.sagamokeducation.ca  

Biidaaban Kinoomaagegamik Facebook Page 

Waawaasnoode Adult Learning Centre Facebook Page 

Members of Sagamok Facebook Page 
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▪  

 

 

 

Taking Care of Ourselves  

 

The COVID-19 pandemic is new and unexpected. This situation can be 

unsettling and can cause a sense of loss of control. It is normal to feel sad, 

stressed, confused, scared or worried in a crisis. Make sure to care for your 

mental and physical well-being and to ask for help if you feel overwhelmed. 

(Health Canada) 

▪ Stay informed but take breaks from social media, watching, reading, or 

listening to news stories   

▪ Practice physical distancing, but stay connected. Talk to friends or family 

about your feelings and concerns through email, phone calls, video chats and 

social media platforms  

▪ Practice mindfulness. Take deep breaths, stretch or meditate  

▪ Try to eat healthy meals, exercise regularly, and get plenty of sleep  

▪ Consider how to take advantage of any unexpected flexibility in your daily 

routine   

▪ Focus on the positive aspects of your life and things you can control   

▪ Be kind and compassionate to yourself and others   

▪ If you can, minimize substance use. If you do use substances, practice safer 

use and good hygiene 

 

 

 

Bimaadiziwin 

IF YOU ARE IN CRISIS, 
PLEASE CONTACT 

 

▪ Kids Help Line 

1 – 800 – 668 – 6868 

Always There App for 
additional support 

▪ Hope for Wellness 
Help Line 

1 – 855 – 242 – 3310 or 
go to 

Online chat 

 

▪ Crisis Services 
Canada 

1 – 833 – 456 – 4566 

If you start to feel symptoms of COVID19,  

▪ Self-isolate immediately at home for 14 days to 

avoid spreading it to others 

▪ Call your doctor or Telehealth Ontario at  

1-866-797-0000 and follow their instructions 

▪ Call 911 

COVID19 IS SPREAD MAINLY 

FROM PERSON TO PERSON 

THROUGH CLOSE CONTACT.  

BE DILIGENT & PRACTICE 

SOCIAL DISTANCING – THE 

ONLY WAY TO BEAT THIS IS 

TO STAY HOME. 
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To Reduce the Spread & Exposure of COVID-19, You can Protect Yourself by:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay home if you are sick. 

How to Protect Yourself 

Washing your hands often with 
soap and water or alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer. 

Sneeze and cough into your sleeve 
by your elbow area. 

Avoid touching your face 
(eyes, nose and mouth. 

Stay at least two (2) meters away from another 
person. 

Wear a mask if you go out. 

Avoid contact with 
people who are sick. 
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MaryAnn was dedicated to her 
community. She touched so many 

lives. She nurtured each child’s spirit, 
supported every student and worked 

endlessly to improve her community. 

G’zaagan, you will be remembered 

 in the hearts of many.  

Marjorie Southwind 
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Mary Ann was one of the first people who introduced 

themselves to me when I had my very first class at 

Biidaaban.  She was so proud of that group because 

they had successfully completed Anishnaabemowin 

immersion up to grade 3. She was always willing to 

help me to learn phrases to use in the classroom and, 

more importantly, showed me what kindness and care 

looks like when you are a teacher.  She will always be 

in my heart as a role model. - Matt Vanderburgh 

 

To me, Mary Ann was more 

than just a teacher. When 

my mom passed, my son, 

Aaron was having such a hard 

time coping with the loss of 

his Nana. He was drawn to 

Mary Ann's kindness and 

when he was heartbroken at 

school, she would provide him 

with that missing part with 

hugs and compassion. She 

even told me that she was 

okay with helping Aaron 

through that and she was 

honored to be placed in a 

grandmother's role by him. I 

will be eternally grateful for 

her.  Paulette Carter Owl 

  

I worked with her for one year and in 
that time, I thought that Mary Ann 
Trudeau was a loving and patient 
person, who always cared about her 
students. I enjoyed working with her 
and she will be missed. Mary Hermsen-

Lester 
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Mary Ann provided unconditional support to me as a co-worker 

and as a friend.  She never judged me. She was always there for 

me. I looked to her for direction with the language moving forward 

but also personally.  Mary Ann always gave her heart and soul to 

helping students with language learning above and beyond her 

job. Her and I spoke often of the model of language nests and that 

to save the language we needed to start with the binoojiinh and 

their families.  I truly hope that Sagamok can bring this to a 

realization in her honour. Miigwetch Becky Toulouse 

 

 

Mary Ann was kind. She was someone I felt comfortable 
going to in regards to the language and teachings. 

Mary Ann was encouraging when it came to language through 

ceremonies, songs and prayers.  She always encouraged me 

to do my best as a student and friend. I will miss her. “Apiji go 

gizaagi’in pane gaye baamaapii Mary Ann - Dallas Abitong 

 

Mary Ann loved to teach the 

language to all who wanted to 

learn. Her passion for teaching 

the language was passed down to 

all my 3 children. My children 

use the language on a daily basis. 

Even if it is in just a few 

sentences. She encouraged my 

children and myself to always 

use it and never be afraid to 

speak it,” it's okay to make 

mistakes, that’s how you learn.” 

Mary Ann always encouraged 

her students to enter the 

Language Contests. She worked 

individually with the students to 

record their thoughts, stories or 

experiences and then enter them 

in the contests. When students 

won, they were proud of 

themselves. Seeing the look on 

her students’ faces and their self-

esteem go through the roof, that 

was her success, that was her 

award. She knew she 

accomplished what she set out to 

do. I know because I witnessed 

it. Every year from gr.1 to gr.8 

she always worked with Colten 

on his speeches. For fostering the 

love of the language within my 

son I will be always grateful. 

You know, even if some of them 

didn’t win, she made them feel 

like winners anyways. This was 

Mary Ann Trudeau, caring, 

sharing and loving person. We 

will miss her - ALLISON ABITONG 
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Distribute laptops and/or 

devices from schools as 

needed 

Prioritize & 

support students 

on track to 

graduate 

Grade 9 – 12 

students can 

expect 3hours of 

work per course 

per week for 

semester 

students 

 

 

On March 31, 2020 Premier Ford announced the extension of 

school and child care closures. Public schools will remain closed 

until Friday May 01, 2020, and to students until Monday, May 4, 

2020. As these dates come closer, this decision will be re-evaluated 

based on public health advice. The closure may be extended if 

necessary, to protect the health and safety of students, families and 

staff. In a previous announcement, no student will have their 

graduation compromised and the Ministry of Education will work 

with the Ministry of Colleges and Universities to ensure that there will be no barriers to accessing post-secondary 

education. The Premier also stated that they cannot put the school year in jeopardy, so they have worked on 

developing the second phase of Learn at Home. This initiative supports the continuity of learning and that students 

from kindergarten to Grade 12 to post-secondary can finish their academic year without losing any credits they 

need to graduate.  

 

LEARN AT HOME WILL… 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Espanola High School has been providing students with distance learning 

equipment in order to facilitate learning. At the moment we have 29 students with 

Internet and we are trying to determine a way to meet their needs. We are taking 

attendance daily and the students should have roughly 3 hours of work assigned per 

week. The teachers are following their timetables and the day is structured from 

8:40 – 2:40. The platform being used for lesson delivery is the Google Classroom 

and lessons are delivered via Google Meet.  

If parents/guardians have questions or concerns they can email Ms. Kristina 

rscloud.ca or Mr. Poirier poriery@rscloud.ca.  

Reconnect 

students with 

teachers and 

other staff 

including mental 

health workers 

Require final 

report cards for 

all students 

Leverage digital 

resources & identify 

alternative forms of 

teacher-student 

connectivity, such as 

phone and mail 

mailto:poriery@rscloud.ca
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We understand this must be a difficult and worrisome time for the 

community but we are offering students the opportunity to continue their 

educational endeavours. For the remainder of the school year, 

Waawaasnoode Adult Learning Centre programming will be managed and 

delivered online. All students will need to have access to the Internet for 

either program (Re-Engagement and/or ILC). 

▪ Students enrolled in the Re-Engagement Program will be given a laptop 

by Rainbow District School Board to be used for the semester and all 

course work is put onto a virtual Google Classroom. Unfortunately, the 

PLAR and MPLAR testing will be put on hold until September 2020. 

With the COVID-19 outbreak and for the safety of our students those 

who were enrolled in co-op had to stop placement however, credits will 

be granted based on hours completed mixed in with work from home.  

 

▪ For community members interested in registering this is still an option 

as we offer continuous enrolment. New students and those not registered 

in re-engagement will be able to complete ILC courses which are 

completely online.  

 

▪ Exams for finished courses will be scheduled for June or as soon as this 

epidemic begins to decrease. 

 

▪ Students interested in college for next year can still access support with 

OCAS applications by calling Mark. Just a reminder that Applications 

for Funding must be submitted by June 08, 2020. 

 

▪ Graduating students will still receive their diplomas by the end of the 

school year. Graduating Incentive Awards Forms can be found at 

www.sagamokeducation.ca. Must be submitted by July 15, 2020. 

 

We hope this helps you achieve your goals, keeping you on track and safe. 

 

Baamaapii miinwaa Miigwetch 

 

WALC OPEN  

Tuesday & Thursday 
1:00PM – 2:30PM 
For Student Drop Off & 
Pick-up of Registration 
Forms & Course Work 
Students Must call in 

Advance  
@  

(705)865-1475 

STUDENT SUPPORT 
HOURS 

MONDAY – FRIDAY 

9:00AM – 3:00PM 

Contact Us @ 

Facebook Waawaasnoode Adult 

Learning Centre 

Marjorie Southwind 

southwind_marjorie@sagamok.ca 

Mark Aizenberg 

aizenberg_mark@sagamok.ca 

(705)862 - 8613 

 

http://www.sagamokeducation.ca/
mailto:southwind_marjorie@sagamok.ca
mailto:aizenberg_mark@sagamok.ca
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Submit on June 8th Deadline Date 

Post-Secondary Sponsorship Funding Checklist 

NEW Applicants/Students 

▪ Submit a copy of High School Diploma 

▪ Submit High School Transcripts 

▪ Attach Letter of Acceptance from institution (College or University) 

▪ Documentation of dependents (i.e. Birth Certificate(s), School registration) 

▪ Pre-Authorized Deposit Agreement (TD or RBC preferably) 

▪ Completed Appendix A – E forms 

▪ Please print applications in black or blue pen and print clearly 

Continuing Students 

▪ Pre-Authorized Deposit Agreement (TD or RBC preferably) if it needs to be updated 

▪ Completed Appendix A – D forms for Fall – Winter Term & Spring Term if you need to  

  

Contact Post-Secondary 
Student Support Workers 

 

Lorrie Ann Linklater 

@ 
linklater_lorrieann@sagamok.ca 

 

Lorna Sinobert 

@ 

Sinobert_lorna@sagamok.ca 
Post-Secondary Forms can be 

found at 

www.sagamokeducation.ca 

Graduates can also apply for the 

Graduate Incentive Awards & 

the Application for Awards  

Due July 15, 2020  

 

mailto:linklater_lorrieann@sagamok.ca
mailto:Sinobert_lorna@sagamok.ca
http://www.sagamokeducation.ca/
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